Connecting Neighbors,
Building Communities, and
Raising Voices since 1994

Neighbors
Forums




Imagine

Imagine being able to reach hundreds of

friendly, locally interested people instantly,
easily:

neighbors@inyourarea.org

A What would you say?
A What would you like to hear?
A What might you do together?




Story

A Someone needed help.

A The Wheel of Cheese

A Frantic request: ™
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next 12 hours? | am stuck out R
of town. Can you take a wheel of cheese to the national
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makes it in time.

A Read morez on Powderhorn Neighbors Foruny Photo CGjojomelons via Flickr



http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/4eiOo5pYLMxt9G7p5KkO6s
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jojomelons/4393277278/sizes/z/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jojomelons/4393277278/sizes/z/in/photostream/

What are they?

ANeighbors Forums are a
Ol T AAI 6 T1T1ETA

Ashareinformation, events, ideas
Adiscussneighborhoodissues

Agather diverse people in an open place
Atake action and promote solutions

A Powered bytwo-way group communication



Who participates? -

A Everyonezresidents, some local
workers, business owners

AOAT PI A xEI OOAOOA
A Local governments and norprofits

(parks, libraries, schools, elected officials
police, places of worship, social service agencies, etc.)

A Diverse communities essential i

A Numbers
A Need 100 members for strong opening
A 700 members on today ~15% households

(that would be 30,000+ across Minneapolis /St. Paul proper)


http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/se
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C C Minneapolis Standish Ericsson Neighbors Forum Home

The place to share announcements and discussions about community issues and life specific to our two neighborhoods.
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Join the Forum (Already a member? Log in!)

A T l About [ Members [ Stats ‘ [ Policies [ Links ‘ ‘ Topics Photos/Files
C JOC
A ' ‘Welcome to the More topics_. 2iweb feed
Minneapolis Standish
Ericsson Neighbors Forum Free TV for your garage 7
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announcements and discuss
community issues and life

};Erzgfng"N‘eig‘hbors specific to our Standish and Representative Jim Davnie newsletter, 2011 #9
Ne Ericsson neighborhoods. cuts  budget care session bills  state
While an independent 1 post — by Jim Davnie at 00:11 UTC
- = forum, it serves as a
N friendly complement to our neighborhood association. Qaks Station Place - proposed development
m Few Post oS A Hepoors Forum Oureach o This forum promotes civility through the required use of real names. infoermation
Join over 700 of your neighbors today. More ... oaks shade building station proposed  parking
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SENA needs your input

sena  neighborhood  survey  future  help  minutes
3 posts — latest post by Steven Clift at May 23 17:25 UTC

Free concerts in the parks

. i park music jazz minnehaha concert free
1 post — by Shirley Yeoman - SENA staff at May 23 16:06 UTC

More topics_.. 2Iweb feed




Online public
space in heart o
“real” local
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Examples

ADiIscussion
AANNnouncements

AAction



Examples - Discussion
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audience for respectful civic discussions

A Q.ittle Mekono6 A OAT AET C &£ O ' O
promotion on University Ave

A Triple homicide-Who can we trust to keep us safe
after a tragedy in East African grocery? Police? More
guns? Led to oftline discussions with local teens.
Vigll proposed, hundredsgather.
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4f political by design- neighbors forum promote mix of very local
=& g civic issues and friendly community exchange


http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/64tPFzduhmMbbgAhKJbVFJ
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/3yMFbF80Bn57kfIaPtQqL
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/6kT81nzCwwfsxteeH7eYOq
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/01/07/seward-shooting-somali-vigil/
http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/dpp/news/Vigil-Held-for-Victims-of-Market-Homicide-jan-07-2010

Examples - Discussion

A Topics like these:

A Community news
A Crime and safety
A Crisis response

A Schools and parks

A Service provider
recommendationsz
home repairs, child
care, etc.

A Family activities

A Helping neighbors

A Local history

A New small businesses

A Landlord issues

A Local environment/recycling

A Questions of every kindz
What was that noise?

A What topic would you raise?

N~

| on 24 hours of topics:

~


http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171

Examples - Announcements

ACommunity/cultural events
ALocal news, photos, video
INECERIUIE (selling rare/not promoted)iﬁ o -
ASmall business introductions
AElected official updates
ALost or found pets

It is'time to stand together

Aln any language
Bi-lingual announcements encouraged



| Community
garden
anyone?



Examples - Action

A Local proximity encourages people to
easilymeet and act together

A Community gardeneffort launched
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help recent immigrants
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http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/2wSvj39ThG5DjIj09Xs5Fq
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/2Gi4KgKN6tvn0EhnjC4itq
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/6bI8sUm0UPX1eKwLqkcVTh
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/5jk0lzWEV6dKppGBjB3uTJ
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/7mU5pz5oEjULkmtZ12oNyp
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-poho/messages/topic/274S7YzM1fbJJBxyEZFDwg

How to join?

AVia the web:
i\
A3AT AAO QEind@n Oo
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A Be sure toverify your e-mail address

Join the Forum

A Special promotional campaigns:
A Twin Cities:
A Christchurch, NZ:
A UK:


http://e-democracy.org/
http://e-democracy.org/
http://e-democracy.org/
http://tcneighbors.org/
http://neighbours.cc/
http://ukneighbours.org/

How to join? Paper!?

Receive community announcements and discuss local issues.

Carefully print your first name, then last name, and e-mail.

First Name

Last Name

A Please Invite us to your community event
A Most effective way to launch or build forum



How to read?

ARead via emall
or web

ADaily digest option

- topics with direct links

‘ AText, files, photos,
YouTube videos




