
Connecting Neighbors, 
Building Communities, and 
Raising Voices since 1994



Imagine being able to reach hundreds of 
friendly, locally interested people instantly, 
easily: 

neighbors@inyourarea.org

ÁWhat would you say?
ÁWhat would you like to hear?
ÁWhat might you do together?



ÁSomeone needed help.

ÁThe Wheel of Cheese
ÁFrantic request:
Ȱ)Ó ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ÆÌÙÉÎÇ ÔÏ 3ÅÁÔÔÌÅ ÉÎ 
next 12 hours? I am stuck out 
of town.  Can you take a wheel of cheese to the national 
ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÏÎȩ /ÕÒÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÍÉÓÓÉÎÇȢ (ÏÍÅÌÁÎÄ 3ÅÃÕÒÉÔÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ 
ÌÅÔ ÕÓ ÏÖÅÒÎÉÇÈÔ ÒÅÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔȢȱ

Á.ÅÉÇÈÂÏÒ ÒÅÐÌÉÅÓ ÐÒÉÖÁÔÅÌÙȟ Ȱ) ÁÍ Á ÆÏÒÍÅÒ ÁÉÒÌÉÎÅ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÅÅ 
ÁÎÄ )ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ Á ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÏ ÇÏ ÔÏ 3ÅÁÔÔÌÅȢ Ȱ #ÈÅÅÓÅ 
makes it in time.

Á Read moreɀon Powderhorn Neighbors Forum ɀPhoto CC jojomelons via Flickr

http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/4eiOo5pYLMxt9G7p5KkO6s
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jojomelons/4393277278/sizes/z/in/photostream/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jojomelons/4393277278/sizes/z/in/photostream/


ÁNeighbors Forums are a 
ȰÌÏÃÁÌȱ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÐÕÂÌÉÃ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÔÏȡ
Áshareinformation, events, ideas

Ádiscussneighborhoodissues

Ágather diverse people in an open place

Átake action and promote solutions 

ÁPowered by two-way group communication 



ÁEveryone ɀresidents, some local
workers, business owners

Á0ÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ ȰÓÅÒÖÅȱ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ

ÁLocal governments  and non-profits
(parks, libraries, schools, elected officials,
police, places of worship, social service agencies, etc.)

Á Diverse communities essential : http://e -democracy.org/inclusion

ÁNumbers

ÁNeed 100 members for strong opening

Á700 members on largest forum today ~15% households  
(that would be 30,000+ across Minneapolis /St. Paul proper)

You

http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/inclusion
http://e-democracy.org/se


Á E-mail
ÁWeb
Á Facebook
Á Twitter



City Hall

E-mail forward

Dinner conversation

Translated orally
Shared on

Facebook

Your

Networks

Local Media

Coverage
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Neighbors

Issues Forum

Technology: 

E-mail & Web 

Facebook

Twitter

Subscribe once

Commitment secured

Post via e-mail/web



ÁDiscussion

ÁAnnouncements

ÁAction



ÁȰ#ÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÌÉÆÅȱ ÅØÃÈÁÎÇÅ  ÂÕÉÌÄÓ 
audience for  respectful civic discussions  

ÁȰLittle Mekongȱ ÂÒÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ !ÓÉÁÎ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓ 
promotion on University Ave 

ÁTriple homicide - Who can we trust to keep us safe 
after a tragedy in East African grocery? Police? More 
guns? Led to off-line discussions with local teens. 
Vigil proposed, hundreds gather.

ÁE-$ÅÍÏÃÒÁÃÙȢÏÒÇȭÓother city-×ÉÄÅ Ȱ)ÓÓÕÅÓ &ÏÒÕÍȱ ÁÒÅ ÍÏÒÅ 
political by design - neighbors forum promote mix of very local 
civic issues and friendly community exchange

http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/64tPFzduhmMbbgAhKJbVFJ
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/3yMFbF80Bn57kfIaPtQqL
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/6kT81nzCwwfsxteeH7eYOq
http://minnesota.publicradio.org/display/web/2010/01/07/seward-shooting-somali-vigil/
http://www.myfoxtwincities.com/dpp/news/Vigil-Held-for-Victims-of-Market-Homicide-jan-07-2010


ÁTopics like these:

ÁCommunity news

ÁCrime and safety

ÁCrisis response

ÁSchools and parks

ÁService provider 
recommendations ɀ
home repairs, child 
care, etc.

ÁFamily activities

ÁHelping neighbors 

ÁLocal history

ÁNew small businesses

ÁLandlord issues

ÁLocal environment/recycling

ÁQuestions of every kind ɀ
What was that noise?

ÁWhat topic would you raise?
ǐBlog post on 24 hours of topics:

ǐhttp://blog.e -democracy.org/posts/1171

http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171
http://blog.e-democracy.org/posts/1171


ÁCommunity/cultural events
ÁLocal news, photos, video
ÁFree stuff - (selling rare/not promoted) 

ÁSmall business introductions
ÁElected official updates
ÁLost or found pets

ÁIn any language
Bi-lingual announcements encouraged





ÁLocal proximity encourages people to 
easily meet and act together

ÁCommunity garden effort launched

ÁȰ)ÔȭÓ ÃÏÌÄȱ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÉÎ winter wear drive to 
help recent immigrants

ÁSexual assault ÒÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ ÂÙ Ȱ-ÏÍȱ
and 700+ rally on a cold winter 
night, community brainstorming

http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/2wSvj39ThG5DjIj09Xs5Fq
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/2Gi4KgKN6tvn0EhnjC4itq
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/6bI8sUm0UPX1eKwLqkcVTh
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-cr/messages/topic/5jk0lzWEV6dKppGBjB3uTJ
http://forums.e-democracy.org/r/topic/7mU5pz5oEjULkmtZ12oNyp
http://forums.e-democracy.org/groups/mpls-poho/messages/topic/274S7YzM1fbJJBxyEZFDwg


ÁVia the web:
Áhttp://e -democracy.org

Á3ÅÌÅÃÔ Ȱ&ÏÒÕÍÓȱ ɀFind forum

Á4ÈÅÎ Ȱ*ÏÉÎ ÔÈÅ &ÏÒÕÍȱ

ÁBe sure to verify your e-mail address

ÁSpecial promotional campaigns:
ÁTwin Cities: http://tcneighbors.org

ÁChristchurch, NZ: http://neighbours.cc

ÁUK: http://ukneighbours.org

http://e-democracy.org/
http://e-democracy.org/
http://e-democracy.org/
http://tcneighbors.org/
http://neighbours.cc/
http://ukneighbours.org/


ÁVia simple papersign-up sheets

ÁPlease invite us to your community event 
ÁMost effective way to launch or build forum



ÁRead via e-mail 
or web 

ÁDaily digest option 
- topics with direct links

ÁText, files, photos, 
YouTube videos


